It is over 25 years since Professor D A D Montgomery gave his presidential address to the Society -"The Ulster Medical Society: Quo Vadis". I was then the Honorary Secretary, trying to record some minutes, and the platform party was all correctly attired in dinner jackets, so I do not now recall much of the lecture. But I was recently stimulated to go back to the published address in the Ulster Medical Journal, and much of what he said then is even more relevant today(l). So where have we come from, and where are we going? It will soon be 200 years since 19 of "the most respectable physicians, surgeons and apothecaries, not merely of the town but of the vicinity like-wise" enrolled under the designation of the Belfast Medical Society. (2) (4) .
But there are problems in even the best ordered societies. In London and elsewhere, some of the older sections and societies languished and many meetings were poorly attended, largely by retired members. Specialization under the National Health Service had encouraged the proliferation of postgraduate institutions, colleges and associations throughout the country whose activities tended to detract from the local medical societies and the London-based sections. Even colleges were not immune to "malignant infiltration by the cancer of complacency" (5 
